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We serve our members and further the interests of the 

United States Naval Academy through our three part 

mission:  we foster an understanding of the United 

States Naval Academy experience of midshipmen 

through sharing information and providing 

opportunities for social interaction and support; we 

encourage and support midshipmen from New York 

City and midshipmen traveling to or through the New 

York City area; and we support local recruiting efforts 

by providing information on opportunities offered by 

the United States Naval Academy and naval service. 
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Message from the President and Board Chairman 

 

Dear Club Members: 

I was honored to serve as the fourth president and board chairperson of 

this wonderful parents club.  The three prior presidents passed on a 

tremendous legacy to us, and we set an ambitious schedule and goals to 

accomplish this year.  We explored new methods to expand and engage 

our membership, made strides to ensure our Club was on sound financial 

footing, and set out a full schedule of activities for our members.  

Although our reach exceeded our grasp, I am happy to report that by most 

measures this past year has been a successful one for our Club.  We: 

 Finished the year financially sound 

 Developed our mission statement and By Laws 

 Held Club election for officers for the first time  

 Supported two emergent events during the year 

 Met all our commitments and scheduled events   

All this was accomplished thanks to the hard work and commitment of our 

Club’s Officers and you the members.  However, the true measure of the 

success of our Club is determined by each of you – did we meet your 

expectations and needs?  And if not, how could we have done better?  So 

as you read through the report for our Club for 2015 fiscal year, keep in 

mind this is your Club, and we ultimately want it to work for you.  My 

thanks to you for this wonderful opportunity to have 

served as president and chair, and may God Bless. 

 

Sincerely,          

Stephen E. Jones 

2015 President and Board Chairman  
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2015 Club Leadership 

     
Leyda DeLorenzo  Maureen McGowan  Linda Reimer 

Immediate Past President  Transportation    Secretary 

 

     
Tom Fay   Rich Logazino  Stephen Jones 
Treasurer     Vice President   President 

 

 

NYCNAPC BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

CLUB 
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT, 
MEMBERSHIP

TREASURER SECRETARY
TRANSPORTATION 

CHAIRPERSON
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The Club had a full schedule for activities for the year and are summarized 

below. 

 

Induction Day Parents Club Table 

July 1, 2014 was I-Day for the Class of 

2018.  Club members Stefanie Chow, 

Stephen Jones, and Sofia Jones were 

joined by Midshipman Raymond 

Chow in meeting and greeting parents, 

relatives and friends of Class of 2018 

midshipmen under the tent at Hospital 

Point at the Naval Academy.  Three 

new members joined at this event. 

 

Ice Cream Social 

This is a great event, especially for plebe parents and we held it a week 

before Parents Weekend.  As we were trying to decide where to hold the 

event, member Bernadette Fay recommended we ask one of our members 

to host it and it turned out to be an 

excellent suggestion as Andrew and 

Elba Danylchuk graciously opened 

their home for the event.  The 

Danylchuk's put out scrumptious hors 

d'oeuvres including the all important 

ice cream with all the toppings.  In 

addition to plebe summer videos that 

the Danylchuks had running on their 

TV on a loop, we engaged the plebe 

parents in a midshipmen trivia game in 

which they did quite well.  
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Fall Indoor Tailgate 

We celebrated our fall fundraising tailgate in the heart 

of Brooklyn, NY at the Third and Seven Sports Bar, 

where we gathered to cheer our Navy team to victory 

over Air Force.  The arrangements were made by our 

Treasurer, Tom Fay and the event was well 

attended.  Our Navy spirit was strong and the game 

was close, so close.  But we didn't let the outcome 

dampen our spirits or our fun. 

 

 

Fall Membership Meeting 

Our Fall Luncheon was held in Staten Island 

at Afternoons Restaurant. This was the first of 

our two Club business meetings for the 

year.   The Club officers gave reports on the 

status of the Club, and the president offered 

thoughts on the direction the Club should 

go.  In addition to having good attendance, the 

weather was also good for the event.  

 

Midshipmen Express 

Our Mid Express Chair, Maureen McGowan, kept up the outstanding 

standard of excellence established by her predessor, Scott Dinkle, with our 

most visible and popular service to 

midshipman (and parents), the Mid Express. 

This year the Express transported 32 

midshipmen from Annapolis to New York 

City and back for the Thanksgiving 

Holiday.  Maureen was there to meet the 

bus on Wednesday when it arrived in New York and saw the bus off on 

Sunday.  The Mid Express also ran from New York back to Annapolis 

after the Christmas holiday.  Bravo Zulu Maureen! 
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All Academy Military Ball 
An always popular and highly anticipated 

event for both midshipmen and parents, the 

military ball offers something for 

everyone.  This formal affair offers great food, 

music, dancing, prizes.  This year was a terrific 

turnout as we filled two tables with just 

parents.  As is our custom, we presented the 

first class midshipmen in attendance with their 

first salute coin and a flag.  Each of the 

midshipmen introduced themselves, 

sang their academy’s fight song, then 

we danced into the night.  Our thanks 

to our Secretary, Linda Reimer for the 

great job she did as this year's 

coordinator for the Ball. 

 

Dark Ages Party 

A Chaplain at the Naval Academy preached a sermon one February 

Sunday at the Chapel.  After the service a midshipman remarked to him 

"That was a good sermon for the Dark Ages".  The Chaplain thought to 

himself "Oh no" - until 

someone explained to him what 

the Dark Ages at the Academy 

means.  Likewise, we don't 

dress up in gothic costumes; 

this event is all about our 

midshipmen.  We appreciated 

Tom and Bernadette Fay, 

opening their home and hosting 

the party.  We prepared care 

packages for all midshipmen 
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from the New York area that we are aware of and included snacks, games 

and treats.  Once all the boxes were prepared we went out as a group for 

dinner at a local establishment. All treats were donated by the parents, and 

my thanks to many of our members who could not make it to the event, 

but sent in a donation.  The donations helped offset the cost of the postage 

so the event was minimal cost to the Club. 

 

Spring Membership Meeting 

This was our second Club membership 

meeting for the year, and was held in Old 

Castle Pub in Midtown Manhattan. We 

offered the Spring Luncheon at no cost to 

members so as to avoid having an 

impediment to attending, and we were very 

happy that we could offer this event at no 

cost.  We announced the results of our 

election including the new Club President and Directors, we discussed the 

Club's new by-laws, we acknowledged the service of the out-going 

officers, and we enjoyed a good meal. 

 

Off Shore Sailing Training Squadron 

This emergent event was a wonderful 

opportunity for our Club to support 

our midshipmen and have positive 

exposure with the Academy.  In early 

2015 the Academy's sailing group 

contacted our Club to inform us they 

planned a stop in New York City in 

June for their midshipman summer 

sailing cruise on the 44 foot sailboats, 

and inquired if we, the Parent's Club 

of New York, could support the midshipmen during their visit.  We were 

excited to be asked and to have this opportunity, and our past president, 
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Janice Cannon, volunteered to coordinate the effort along with our 

immediate past president, Leyda DeLorenzo.   Janice and Leyda had food, 

drinks and information about New York on hand for the midshipmen 

when they sailed in on Friday morning.  On hand to greet the squadron 

was Janice, Leyda, Peter 

DeLorenzo, Bob Brisotti, Sofia 

Jones, Ensign Andrew Jones, USN, 

and myself.   The squadron thanked 

us for our reception and presented 

us with their pennant as a token of 

appreciation.  We invited the 40 or 

so midshipmen of the squadron to 

attend our Welcome Aboard Picnic 

which was held that Sunday. 

 

Welcome Aboard Picnic 

Our last event of the year, and one of the most popular, was the Welcome 

Aboard Picnic.  The primary purpose is to provide a venue to welcome the 

parents and appointees of the incoming class of midshipmen, and impart 

wisdom about the academy to help them 

cope with the upcoming months.  It also is a 

venue for parents to get information for 

upperclass midshipmen for what to expect 

for the summer and the upcoming 

year.  The picnic was held at the beautiful 

overlook of the Fort Hamilton bluff in 

Brooklyn, right next to the Verrazano 

Bridge.  The event is casual, relaxed and 

social.  The turnout was good, with about 

40 people in attendance including 7 

midshipmen of the sailing squadron.  We 

welcomed three new families at the picnic, two entering the Academy with 

the Class of 2019, and the other entering NAPS.  
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2015 was a solid year of membership.  We added 12 families to our 

roster from the Class of 2018, thanks largely to the efforts of our Club 

President at the time Leyda DeLorenzo, while losing 10 from 2014.  The 

Class of 2018 had the most membership at 12 families.  Geographically 

our members by borough were: 

 

Queens  - 11 

Manhattan -   5 

Brooklyn -   5 

Staten Island -   5 

Bronx  -   2 

Other  -   4 

 

Overall Club membership for the year stood at 32 families (comprised of 

54 individuals), slightly down from 2014's high of 38 families.  Member 

participation rate was very good with about half of our families 

participating in two or more club events.   

 

As for our midshipmen, most of them are in the 3rd Battalion (Companies 

11 - 15), with 11th, 12th, 13th, 18th, 25th and 29th Companies having 2 of 

our midshipmen each. 

 

 

 

 

While the Club has been established as a tax exempt organization, it is not 

a charitable organization and we looked into the process of requesting 

charitable status.  In the process we found our tax exempt status needed to 

be updated and the process to do so involved revisiting our mission 

statement and by-laws.  The effort to update these documents was led by 
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our Club Secretary, Linda Reimer, and the end result, after several months 

of work, were two outstanding documents that will serve our Club well 

going forward.  The mission statement sets the primary focus of the Club 

to be a forum for parents of midshipmen, to support midshipmen from the 

New York City area and those visiting New York, and to assist the 

Admissions Office in outreach efforts.  The by-laws establish the Club 

governance structure which includes a President, Vice President, Secretary 

and Treasurer as Club officers, committees to perform important Club 

functions such as Transportation and Nominations, and for a Club Board 

of Directors to oversee governance of the Club and review/approve major 

Club actions. 

 

 
 

Another major effort this year centered on how we select our Club 

leadership.  Up until this year Club officers and leaders were selected from 

among volunteers by the existing leadership.  This system worked well for 

the Club in its fledging years, but we felt the time was right for a more 

elective process.  Under the direction of our Nomination Chairperson, 

Linda Reimer, we provided all Club members with the opportunity to 

volunteer for specific leadership offices in the Club or nominate a fellow 

member, and a process to allow all members to vote for the office of 

president and for the Board of Directors.  Club officers were later selected 

from among those who were elected to the Board.  The effort was very 
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successful and 75% of our members participated in the process making it 

the highest participation of any Club activity.  Great job to our Club! 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the generous stewardship of Club members and the outstanding 

work of Club Treasurer Tom Fay, the Club completed the year in excellent 

financial shape.   

 

The Club began the fiscal year 

(the Club’s fiscal year begins 

July 1 and ends June 30) with a 

balance of $6,082.  Dues, the 

Fall Tailgate, and the Mid 

Express all contributed funds to 

the Club.  The Military Ball, Spring Luncheon, Welcome Aboard 

Luncheon, Offshore Sailing Squadron Visit, and Special Event were net 

expenditures for the Club.  The ending balance of the Club was $5,337.  

The actual ending balance of the Club will be about $500 less once 

accrued 2015 expenses are paid.   

 

Beginning Balance (July 2014)  $6,082 

Income: 

 Dues             $610 

 Events      $8,285 

Expenditures:            ($9,640) 

Ending Balance (June 2015)  $5,337 

 

I thank the Club members for their financial 

support of the Club, which enabled us to 

support our parents and midshipmen.   
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years 

condemn.  At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.  
Robert Laurence Binyon 

 

This year our Club endured the very tragic loss of one 

of our own. Midshipman Justin Zemser of Rockaway 

Beach, New York, lost his life due to injuries sustained 

in the terrible Amtrak train derailment accident in May.  

His tragic and untimely death shocked us all, and we 

grieved his loss.  We recognized tributes to Justin from 

his Blue & Gold Officer, from the Superintendent and 

Commandant, by the Blue Angels, and in remarks by 

the Vice President at graduation.   

 

Justin was a member of the 17th Company, an English major and an 

academic honor student at the Academy. He was a member of the Navy 

Sprint Football Team, the Jewish Midshipman Club, and the Semper Fi 

Society (a Marine Corps club).  
 

I thank the Club for the concern and support showed to the Zemser family 

in the weeks following this tragedy.  The Club and Club members: 

 Donated $150 to the Zemser family to help with the cost of meals. 

 Sent condolences and offered support to the family. 

 Provided food and beverage to midshipmen attending the funeral. 

 Attended the funeral and memorial services for Midshipman Zemser. 
 

Please continue to remember the Zemser family in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you! 

 

I am very indebted to so many for the successes this past year.  I thank the 

officers and chairs of the Club for their support to me and the Club.  They 

unselfishly offered their time, attention and in many cases finances to 

further the Club.  Without them the Club would not have been successful.  

I thank the Naval Academy Alumni Association who provided support and 

guidance throughout the year.  I thank the Naval Academy Parents Club of 

Long Island for their help and support.  My thanks to many other groups 

including the area Blue and Gold Officers, past Club presidents and 

officers, but most of all to you, the Club members.  You supported Club 

events in large numbers, freely gave of your time, money and other 

resources, provided information to other members, and really helped 

advance the mission of the New York City Naval Academy Parents Club.   

 

The New York City Naval Academy Parents Club is a wonderful 

organization and I have been privileged to be part of it for the past four 

years.  It’s a great way to share the Naval Academy experience with your 

midshipman and with others.   

 

I love you all, thank you again, and May God Bless you and our wonderful 

Club. 

 

 

Stephen Jones 
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